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THE BIDDING 

 
Before the service the organist plays Les Mages from La Nativité du Seigneur, by Olivier 
Messiaen. 
 
Brothers and sisters, we are gathered to celebrate with joy the appearance of God’s 
glory in the world through the birth of Jesus, who is Emmanuel, God with us; to 
reflect upon the visit of the magi bringing homage to their King at his birth; and to 
hear the prophetic words of Anna and Simeon revealing the Christ child as a light to 
lighten all people. 
 
As we rejoice in this, the Word made flesh, who called us out of darkness into light, 
so we pray that his love and faithfulness may be known in all the world. 
 
We pray for the unity and mission of Christ’s Church, and for all who minister the 
gospel of Christ; we pray for the world, that we may have reverence for the natural 
order and respect for every person, made in the image and likeness of God; and we 
pray for those who stand in need, for the lonely, the fearful, the sick and the 
bereaved, and for all who have no-one to pray for them. 
 
May God our Father take us and use us in his service; may he open our eyes to see 
his glory and equip us to bless his people, now and at all times. 
 
Believing the promises of God, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught 
us: 
 
All join in praying 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 



  

ST JOHN 1.1—14 
The Incarnation 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world.  

 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  

 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

Thanks be to God. 

The Choir sing 
TOMORROW SHALL BE MY DANCING DAY 

 
John Gardner (1917‒2011)           Anonymous traditional 
 

 
 

ST MATTHEW 2.1—12 
The Magi visit the Messiah 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for 
so it has been written by the prophet:  
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 



  

   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’  

 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road.  

Thanks be to God. 

The Choir sing 
MATER ORA FILIUM 

 
Charles Wood (1866-1926)         Anonymous, traditional  
 
 

ST LUKE 2.21—32 
Jesus is presented in the Temple 

 
After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 
 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they 
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-
doves or two young pigeons.’ 
 
 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying, 
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 



  

for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’  
 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Choir sing 

COVENTRY CAROL 
Anonymous 
 

 
 

THE PRAYERS, ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

HYMN: Brightest and best of the sons of the morning 
 

THE BLESSING 
 
May the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ shine in your hearts and transform 
your lives, to bring his light to others, and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
After the service the organist plays Wie Schön leuchtet der Morgenstern (BuxWV 223), 
by Dieterich Buxtehude 

 


